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A Proud History 
An Exciting Future
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By 2023, netball will have been one of New Zealand’s 
leading national sports for 100 years. Over that 
century the sport has created some of the country’s 
most recognised role models, shaped future leaders, 
and delivered many of the nation’s and the world’s 
most memorable sporting moments. 

New Zealand wants to host the INF Netball World 
Cup in 2023 to honour this tradition and heritage, 
while also looking forward by growing a sustainable 
future for the sport in New Zealand and around 
the globe. 

New Zealand is a world leader in women’s 
empowerment, along with innovation and excellence 
in the delivery of international sporting events. The 
Netball World Cup 2023 in Auckland will further 
advance female sport and empower women, with 
a tournament which embraces innovation and 
engages the entire world in a celebration of 
women’s achievement.

As host of the Netball World Cup 2023, New 
Zealand will usher in a new era and establish a 
sustainable future for netball through unforgettable 
sporting moments and guaranteed commercial 
returns. The commitment is not just to a great event, 
but to fi ve years of engaging activity to leverage 
future benefi ts for international netball, including 
enduring support and full knowledge transfer for 
future hosts.

A warm welcome – New Zealanders are renowned 
for their friendly, warm welcome, or manaakitanga. 
Visitors are treated with respect, and equality. The 
netballing world is invited to come and enjoy this 
safe, secure country, clean and green environment, 
world class facilities and infrastructure.

Integrity – New Zealanders deliver on what is 
promised, acting as guardians of people, place and 
planet: kaitiakitanga. This tournament will be used to 
extend care to netball, women, and the environment.

Innovation and ingenuity – New Zealand and 
Auckland are leading the world in event delivery, 
raising the bar in event operations, athlete and 
spectator experience. Auckland has consistently 
been named as the best sports city of it size at the 
Ultimate Sport City global awards, and recently won 
gold and silver at Sports Business Awards for fan 
engagement during the DHL New Zealand Lions 
Series 2017 and the delivery of the World Masters 
Games 2017 Auckland. 

Global commercial sustainability – New Zealand 
set the bar in commercial returns during the delivery 
of the Netball World Championships 2007, and 
are committed to securing additional long-term 
revenue streams for INF. Netball New Zealand are 
committed to ensuring quality future events through 
full knowledge transfer into Oceania and beyond for 
future Netball World Cup and INF event hosts. 

Spotlight on women in sport – New Zealand is 
the secretariat for the 8th International Working 
Group on Women and Sport (IWG) 2018 - 2022, 
which includes hosting the IWG Conference 2022. 
The global women’s sporting conversation will be 
centred on New Zealand. The IWG is focused on 
a sustainable sporting culture that enables and 
values the full involvement of women in every 
aspect of sport. New Zealand and the INF can use 
this opportunity, along with the celebration of 100 
years of netball, to highlight the positive social and 
physical impacts of netball, to raise the profile of the 
sport globally, and to celebrate the achievements of 
the amazing women involved with the game. 

Our Bid
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Auckland boasts the world class venues, restaurants, 
bars and shopping districts expected of any global 
city. It does this with a backdrop of 48 volcanic 
cones, 3 stunning harbours and an extremely diverse, 
inclusive and welcoming population. Auckland has 
a proud Māori heritage, celebrated through major 
events and giving visitors a unique and authentic 
cultural experience.

The ongoing transformation of the city is fuelled 
by unprecedented growth in both tourism and 
immigration, as well as preparations for the 36th 
America’s Cup. Right now, Auckland is establishing 
a world class innovation hub, conference centre, 
dozens of new hotels and expanded public transport 
infrastructure which, by 2023, will further cement 
Auckland as a future focused, global city.  

Auckland – An Exceptional Host City 

Securing a sustainable future for netball is as 
important to Netball New Zealand as it is for the INF. 
Netball New Zealand will work with you to jointly 
secure development opportunities for the future of 
the sport. 

It is Netball New Zealand’s intention to use the 
hosting of the Netball World Cup 2023 as a catalyst 
for driving greater commercial returns to the INF and 
growing the game of netball. This will not just be at 
the time of the event, but in the four years leading 
up to the event and an enduring, coordinated legacy 
programme.

A sustainable legacy means long term fi nancial 
returns, growing participation and engagement as 
well as using the event as a platform for empowering 
women and celebrating diversity and equality 
globally. 

Netball New Zealand will deliver 
this lasting impact though:

Growing the game nationally and around 
the world
New Zealand is committed to providing the best 
playing conditions possible to ensure an exciting 
spectacle of athletic achievement. This includes 
world class facilities and fully engaged fans in 
the stadium, across the city and in international 
broadcast. Netball New Zealand will embrace 

modern technology to promote netball as a 
sport which builds connection, self-esteem and 
achievement in girls and women around the world. 
All of these benefi ts will be shared in full knowledge 
transfer to the 2027 event hosts to ensure 
international netball continues to build on
the success of the New Zealand Event. 

Increasing commercial success
A sustainable fi nancial foundation means new 
revenue streams unlocked, with greater returns 
from the event and outside of the world cup cycle. 
Netball New Zealand proposes a new approach to 
broadcast and sponsorship rights which delivers 
greater short term revenue and enduring returns 
after the event. 

Championing Oceania
This event provides the foundation for New 
Zealand to further the growth and advancement 
of all countries in the Oceania region through 
sharing event experience and sport development, 
with Regional Associations involved in the event 
development.

Celebrating netball’s heritage
2023 marks 100 years since representative netball 
was fi rst played in New Zealand. Netball World 
Cup 2023 provides a unique platform to celebrate 
netball’s heritage while promoting the value and 
position of the sport, not only within New Zealand 
but across the globe.

Benefi ts
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At the centre of New Zealand’s bid are two 
spectacular venues. Spark Arena and the North Shore 
Events Centre are both world class venues with the 
proven ability to host premier sporting events.

Both venues will be of the highest possible standard 
with bespoke and high quality technology and 
modern facilities. 

Netball New Zealand will use the dual venue model 
to deliver a superb experience for all attendees while 
maximising revenue opportunities and ensuring 
an equitable high quality athlete competition 
environment.

Dual Venues – The Winning 
Option

• Two exceptional arenas fully accredited to 
international standards

• Equal scheduling, event presentation, spectator 
access and broadcast opportunities

• Maximised seating capacity 

• Balanced timing to allow fans to attend matches 
across both venues on the same day

• Dedicated transport service between venues

World Class Venues

Netball New Zealand is ambitious for the future of 
netball. Creating an enduring legacy is a vital part of 
the exciting future Netball New Zealand is focussed 
on building at all levels of the game.

Netball New Zealand has fi ve key pillars to its 
legacy programme:

Event Capability & Development Pathways
Opportunities for international event planning and 
delivery experience; and development pathways 
for women in governance positions through 
scholarships, workshops and mentoring.

Content Sharing Platform
An effective and centralised platform for visual 
content to be shared, archived and accessed post-
live events. The platform will enable netball to 
manage and control material, support countries with 
less resource and create a monetizing and royalty 
revenue stream.

Netball Heritage and History 
An exciting project to mark 100 years of netball 
in New Zealand which will ensure memorabilia is 
professionally archived and preserved and stories 
from netball greats are captured. 

Recreational Fast5
The adaptable and energetic format of Fast5 to 
introduce new communities to the world of netball 
and the fun and friendship the sport offers. 

Community Umpiring Framework 
A framework to recruit and retain umpires at a 
community level to support the growth and health 
of the game. The framework will be shared with 
the INF along with collateral to implement the 
programme globally. 

A Lasting Legacy
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