
 

 
 

 
Mwai Kumwend

  
Malawi netballer Mwai Kumwend
International World Games Association (IWGA).
 
Kumwenda was one of 18 international 
cross-section of sports. She was crowned as the clear winner by an online poll.
  
Kumwenda, who plays professionally
Player of the Tournament at the
backed by impressive statistics 
she was the only player to score over 300 goals.
 
The 26 year-old shooter was delighted with the win: “
so many people around the world have voted for me 
 
Kumwenda first played netball aged 15, in her village in Malawi. Now an international 
netball star, this award recognises the progress she has made: 
me because netball has been my life f
thought, in a million years, that I would win this award. 
 
“This has been a journey – a jo
next. It has been a journey of great suppo
coaches, team-mates and most of all my fans around the world. This is also important 
because, to all those young girls
would say ‘don't give up, get the right people around you and keep working hard
 
Mwai was nominated for the Award by the International Netball Federation.  Clare 
Briegal, CEO, said:  “This is g
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Mwai Kumwenda Wins IWGA Athlete of the Year Award

Mwai Kumwenda has been crowned Athlete of the Year by the 
tional World Games Association (IWGA). 

international athletes nominated for the IWGA award, 
She was crowned as the clear winner by an online poll.

professionally for Mainland Tactix in New Zealand
Player of the Tournament at the Netball World Cup SYDNEY 2015.  Her win
backed by impressive statistics – 91% shots on target. With 321 goals in eight games, 
she was the only player to score over 300 goals. 

old shooter was delighted with the win: “I feel so excited and 
und the world have voted for me – I really appreciate 

Kumwenda first played netball aged 15, in her village in Malawi. Now an international 
netball star, this award recognises the progress she has made:  “This is impor

ause netball has been my life from a very young age. I would never have 
that I would win this award.  

a journey of small steps, with each step dreaming of the 
journey of great support from all around me – family, friends, 

mates and most of all my fans around the world. This is also important 
to all those young girls and boys just starting out with the same dream,

, get the right people around you and keep working hard

Mwai was nominated for the Award by the International Netball Federation.  Clare 
Briegal, CEO, said:  “This is great recognition for a superb role model in netball.  As well 
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Mwai was nominated for the Award by the International Netball Federation.  Clare 
r a superb role model in netball.  As well 



as being a world class athlete, Mwai embodies women’s empowerment, and is a 
fantastic inspiration to so many people all around the world.”   

The IWGA is an organisation recognised by the International Olympic Committee.  Its 
principal aim is to develop the popularity of the sports governed by its 37 Member 
Federations, which includes the International Netball Federation, to improve their 
prominence through excellent sporting achievements, and to conserve all the traditional 
values of sport through The World Games, which take place every four years.  The 10th 
World Games will be held in Wroclaw, Poland, from 20-30 July, 2017. 
 
Ends 

 
For further information,  please contact:  Nikki Richardson, INF Media and 
Communications Lead:  nikki.richardson@netball.org  / 0044 61 234 6515. 

Notes for Editors 
 
Mwai Kumwenda 
Place of birth Mzimba, Malawi 

DOB 27/09/1989 

Height 183cm 
Positions GS, GA 

Test caps 65 

 
International Netball Federation 
 
Over 20 million people play netball around the world, in more than 80 countries. 
 
The International Netball Federation (INF) is the sole, internationally 
recognised, governing body for netball, affiliated to the SportAccord (formerly known as 
General Association of International Sports Federations), the International World 
Games Association and the Association of Recognised Sports 
Federations, receiving funding from the International Olympic Committee. 
 
Currently, 79 National Netball Associations are affiliated to the INF, grouped into five 
Regions - Africa, Asia, Americas, Europe and Oceania - each with a respective 
Regional Federation. 
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